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This briefing is intended to give a summary of the key areas of discussion and decisions at 

the meeting of Oxfordshire Primary Care Commissioning Committee (OPCCC) which is a 

committee of Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) Board. It is intended for 

wide circulation. The minutes will provide the official record of the meeting. The agenda, 

papers and this briefing are available on the OCCG website here. 

Banbury Health Centre: 

The current contract for the provision of primary care services at the Banbury Health Centre 

(BHC) comes to an end (June 2018); in preparation for this, the CCG has published a Prior 

Information Notice (PIN) asking for providers to come forward. The PIN requests that the 

provider works collaboratively with the existing four practices in Banbury in order to develop 

a long term sustainable solution for primary care in Banbury. The PIN has resulted in only 

one proposal that OCCG could progress.  An assurance process had been set up and 

OCCG is working closely with the CSU procurement team.  Once the assurance process 

has been undertake OCCG should be in a position to know whether the potential provider 

was suitable and met all the CCG requirements. The contract will be for standard general 

medical services (GMS) from BHC; a slightly different process would be required for the 

extended hours element of the current contract. However the current provider would 

continue providing an extended hours service until another provider had been appointed.  

Primary Care Estates Framework – a discussion document: 

An early draft primary care estates framework was presented describing how primary care 

estates should relate to the wider estates work across Oxfordshire. The framework 

describes how capital can be accessed in the future and proposes some prioritisation 

criteria for primary care estates. The document is available here:  

Please link with julie.dandridge@oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk to give feedback / provide input to 

the discussions around the framework. 

GP Forward View (GPFV): 

A paper was presented to the committee summarising the achievements in primary care 

against the GPFV component for 2017/18 and set out the milestones and outcomes for 

2018/19. Discussions centred on extended access and how much the public were aware of 

the extra appointments available to them – did more need to be down to raise awareness of 

extended hours. It also focused on how new work can be evaluated to measure the impact 

on system working. 

  

http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/opcc-committee.htm
http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/oxfordshire-primary-care-commissioning-committee-(opccc)-meetings/opccc-meeting-1-may-2018/65026
http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/documents/meetings/opccc/2018/05/2018-05-01-Paper-5-A-Primary-Care-Estates-Framework-A-Discussion-Document.pdf
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Medicines Optimisation Annual Report 2017 / 2018: 

OPCCC received the CCG’s Medicines Optimisation Annual Report for 2017/18. At the end 

of 2017/18, OCCG is forecast to spend about £86.7million on medicines prescribed by 

family doctors, dressings and centrally funded costs. 

The CCG’s Medicines Optimisation team continually reviews guidelines to support 

appropriate prescribing in primary care as well as introduce new guidance. The report 

highlighted the following projects undertaken over the past year including: 

 Over the Counter (OTC) medicines and Self Care: patients were encouraged to buy 

medication over the counter in order to make more NHS resources available for 

medicines which cannot be purchased by patients directly as well as free up some 

GP appointments.  

 Oral nutrition: a dietitian has been seconded to the CCG to support its work around 

the appropriate use of Oral Nutrition leading to an improvement in nutritional support 

through a food first approach. Spend in this area is now more than £150k lower than 

the previous year.  

 Care Homes: a Medicines Optimisation Pharmacist has worked closely with care 

homes across the county offering advice, education and support to help them 

improve their medicines management processes. 

 Minor ailment scheme The Minor Ailment Scheme continued to be provided at some 

pharmacies in the CCG resulting in a reduction in waiting times and GP workload. In 

addition, the small pilot to provide advice and treatment to appropriate patients with 

uncomplicated urinary tract infections using a Patient Group Direction was extended 

across the whole county in November 2017. The aim of the service is to reduce 

pressure on G.P practices and Out of Hours services by redirecting some patients to 

a pharmacy. 

Finance:  

Last year and plans for next year not available until the middle of May 2018, at which time 

two finance reports will be circulated. These will include a start point budget for primary care 

2018/19 and the month 12 (2017/18) finance position.  

Primary Care Quality:  

Montgomery House Surgery & Alchester Medical Group (Bicester) both retained their 

“Good” Care Quality Commission (CQC) ratings following inspections published in March 

2018. Alchester Medical Group was praised for the improvements in the phone and 

appointment system following the merger of the Victoria House and Langford practices. 

Both practices were praised for their quality of care and for their supportive and open culture 

amongst staff. Both were also advised that they should try to review and improve the 

system for ensuring medicine reviews are completed on time. 

Horsefair Surgery has improved its CQC Rating from “Inadequate” to “Requires 

Improvement”, following the publication in February 2018 of the results of their most recent 

http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/opcc-committee.htm
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inspection. During the December 2017 inspection the CQC found that improvement plans 

were in progress, although some actions remained to be completed. The primary care 

quality team is working closely with the practice to ensure continuing improvement with a 

view to moving to Good at the next inspection, which is likely to be in the summer. 

OPCCC Annual Report:  

The OPCCC annual report was presented and agreed by the committee with a note made 

by the Chair that a number of issues were raised as to the purpose and scope of OPCCC 

which may impact the Terms of Reference. This is being progressed and will be reviewed at 

the OPCCC workshop in July 2018. 

Report from the Deputy Director, Head of Primary Care and Localities March and 

April 2018: 

Highlights include: 

 Luther Street (Oxford City) APMS contract extension has been agreed for 2 years 

while the CCG work with the city council to plan and approach to tackling 

homelessness in the city.  

 Cropredy Practice has reduced its boundary; the area involved is within Banbury and 

is covered by other practices in the town. OCCG has also approved the practice’s 

request to close its list for six months to stabilise its workforce with two newly 

appointed GPs.  

 The Locally Commissioned Services are currently being developed from those in 

place in 2017/18.   

Forward Plan: Next meeting will be held in public in September.  

http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/opcc-committee.htm

